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MINUTES

	 

	
	 

	
	 

	Meeting called by
	The Barbados Association of Greater Houston
	 

	Type of meeting
	Annual General Meeting
	 

	Facilitator
	Cheryl Thompson, President
	 

	Note taker
	Morene Barker for Maureen 
	 

	Timekeeper
	Cheryl Thompson
	 

	Attendees
	Hon. Louis Browne, Cheryl Thompson, Sylvester Thompson, Morene Barker, Barbara Best, Marlene Merritt, Yvonne Redmond, Shontelle Hunte, Ed McDaniel, Judy Foster, Linda St.Hill, Cloreen Barker, Erlene Arthur, Orlando Arthur.
	 

	
	 

	Agenda topics

I. Call to Order

II. Opening Prayer

III. Reading of the Minutes

IV. Correspondence

V. Dues

VI. Reports

. Treasurer

   Banquet Report

    Fundraiser Party Report

    General Report 

. Social Comm.

    Calendar of Events

. NABO

    Director’s Meeting Report

    Fallout Report

    Status Update - Pending

    North Carolina Update

. Public Rel.

  Letters & Flyers

VII. Elections

   Nominations

VIII. Any Other Business

IX. Adjournment


	 

	
	 

	Call to Order
	The meeting was called to order at 7:41pm.  
	 

	Dr. Louis Browne said the opening prayer.
	 

	
	 

	Reading of the minutes
	The minutes were read by Morene Barker and accepted with corrections. 
	 

	Dr. Louis Browne moved that the minutes be accepted as read and corrected and Barbara Best seconded the motion.
	 

	
	 

	Correspondence

	The President, Cheryl Thompson, red two “Thank You” letters from the National Association of Barbados Organizations (NABO).  These letters were received after the Director’s Meeting was hosted here in Houston, TX.  The letters thanked the association for hosting the Director’s Meeting, A Reception and Party in honor of the delegates.

A third letter was also read by President Thompson.  That letter was sent by the Consul General in Miami, Mr. Colin Mayers.  He thanked BAGH for hosting the Prime Minister at the Annual Banquet in honor of Barbados’ 42nd Independence.  Consul General Mayers said that it was a hugely successful event and the Prime Minister enjoyed being here.


	Collection of dues

	Dues were collected throughout the meeting by Treasurer, Mr. Ed McDaniel.


	TREASURER’S REPORT

	Amount in the General Fund:

Income                                                              4344.00

Expenses                                                           2120.61

        Balance                                                                                   2223.39

Today’s Balance                                                                            2929.00

Ending Balance                                                                              3493.39

The Treasurer handed out a completely finished Profit and Loss Report for the 2008 Banquet.  The Highlights were as follows:

Total Income

Estimated

Actual

$36,375.00 

$28,130.00 

Total Expenses 

Estimated

Actual

$25,754.43 

$26,339.55 

Total Profit

Estimated

Actual

$10,620.57 

$1,790.45 

This was followed by a similar report for the Dance that was held in honor of the visiting NABO delegates during the Director’s meeting in January, 2009.

Total Income

Estimated

Actual

$0.00 

$1,815.00 

Total Expenses

Estimated

Actual

$0.00 

$2446.00 

Total Loss

Estimated

Actual

$0.00 

($631.00) 

We did not expect to make money on this event.  The NABO delegates all received free passes to the party.



	committees’ reports
	

	Social Committee
Judy Foster reported that the 2009 calendar was complete and could now be accessed on the website.  Cheryl Thompson interjected that at this time, the calendar can be accessed at the new website located at www.barbadoshouston.com, and the www.barbadoshouston.org was being phased out.

Mrs. Foster went on to give a summary of the yearly events.  It was noted that the next event will be the “Feed The Hungry” program at the St. James’ Episcopal Church on Southmore.  
Linda St. Hill will be in charge of organizing a BAGH picnic in May.  Ms. St.Hill will be getting in touch with the Parks Department, and when the details are finalized, the information will be posted to the website.

Erlene Arthur handed out tickets for “The Whiz” play at the Ensemble Theatre in Downtown Houston.



	NABO Director’s Meeting

	Dr. Sylvester Thompson summarized the highlights of the NABO Director’s meeting which was held here in Houston.  He proclaimed that the meeting generally went well, but, when the Treasurer’s Report was submitted during the final minutes of the meeting, it revealed some major discrepancies.  In fact, since the financial report was dispensed, the Chairman had to recall the report and promised that a proper report (Bound and Audited) would be forthcoming.  That complete report was promised by February 28, 2009 to all member organizations.  

President Cheryl Thompson explained that the major issue was that the report lacked clarity and transparency.  A Collaborative Report had been handed out previously, but it had not been incorporated into the final NABO report.  Because of this, there was a gaping hole in the finances.

The Directors posed the following questions:

Why does the report not sync with the Collaborative Conference Finances?

The Chairman returned that the Collaborative monies were separate and he did not think that the NABO report should contain any collaborative information.

Were any of NABO’s funds used to fund the Collaborative Conference in Barbados?

The Chairman responded by saying “no” that NABO’s funds were not used.

Other such questions were proffered, and the Chairman, now frustrated, stated that he would not answer any additional questions and stated that we should wait until the report came in before seeking information.

Since the meeting, emails have been going backwards and forwards, but the questions have all been rejected by the Chairman.  A teleconference was called and the Executive Refused to attend.  The promised report was eventually received on or around February 23rd, but it spurned even more questions.  The NABO Executive have stated that they will not answer any questions until the July Conference.  A second teleconference has been called.  At that time, the fate of the current NABO Executive will be determined.


	
	

	general elections
	
	

	There were no offers for nominations for the presidency.  The current President, Cheryl Thompson, stated that she was not interested in continuing with the position for personal reasons.  

President:
Reginald Clarke, Jr. who was absent, declared his interest in the President’s vacated position via a detailed letter.  This letter stated the reasons why he wanted to become the president. There was no opposition, and it was unanimously agreed that Mr. Clarke would be the next President. 

Vice President:
Dr. Louis Browne and Mr. Edward McDaniel were the two nominees for the position of Vice President.  Judy Foster requested that nominations be closed, and the motion was seconded by Louis Browne. My Ed McDaniel won by a vote of 11 - 1. 

Treasurer:
Outgoing President Mrs. Cheryl Thompson was nominated to serve as Treasurer.  Dr. Thompson moved that nominations be closed, and the motion was seconded by Dr. Browne.  Cheryl Thompson was unanimously elected to the Position of Treasurer.

Assistant Treasurer:
Barbara Best was similarly elected to the position of Assistant Treasurer in that Dr. Thompson moved that nominations be closed, and the motion was seconded by Dr. Browne.
Recording Secretary: 

Shontelle Hunte, a new member, was elected as recording secretary. Marlene Merritt moved that nominations be closed, and the motion was seconded by Morene Barker after Ms. Hunte was nominated. 

Corresponding Secretary:

Yvonne Redman was nominated for the Corresponding Secretary position by Judy Foster and Seconded by Cheryl Thompson.  Ms. Foster then asked that nominations be closed and this was quickly seconded by Dr. Louis Browne.  Ms. Redman was declared the next Corresponding Secretary. 

Selection of Committees: 

Social Committee - Erlene Arthur, Judy Foster, Morene Barker, Mack Massiah, Linda St.Hill, Barbara Best, Marlene Merritt, Yvonne Redman, and Rodgricia Cooper. 

Membership - Cheryl Thompson, Edward McDaniel, and Louis Browne. 

Scholarship - Cheryl Thompson, Ed McDaniel, Dr. Louis Browne, JR Thompson, and Morene Barker.

Public Relations - Cheryl Thompson, Ed McDaniel, Dr. Louis Browne. 

New Member:

Shontelle Hunte – She relocated here from Florida and in February. She currently lives in Missouri City, but would like to move to Houston soon. 

Erlene Arthur reported that her son is an assistant producer on the BET show Harlem Heights. It airs on March 3rd. 

Caribbean Impact Foundation. St Lucia Independence. February 28th Club Betsy’s in Baytown. 

The Bajan Minute topic was “rock stone”, which is simply a rock. 

“Coffee Tea”—it did not matter what the hot drink one had in a cup, the word tea was added to the type of drink, ie “Cocoa Tea”. 

Louis Browne moved that the meeting be adjourned; this was seconded by Ferdinand Arthur.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 pm. 
Respectfully submitted,

Morene Barker
	
	


